
60 MINUTE PRAYER GUIDE: PRAYING FOR YOUR LOCAL SCHOOLS 

Spend an hour praying for your local schools. 

You might want a pen and paper to note down your thoughts and prayers.  

For schools in England, today (March 8th) marks the beginning of all children and young people returning to school 

after lockdown. 

Imagine that Jesus is physically present with you right now and asks you to step outside and show him around one of 

your local schools. 

Imagine yourself walking through the school gates with Jesus, looking at the school building. What would Jesus want 

for this school today? Pray about it. 

Imagine walking the corridors with Jesus and popping into the classrooms where students are learning – trying to 

reorientate themselves to learning in school and catching up on missed learning. How might they be feeling? Ask 

Jesus what He wants for them and pray it. 

Imagine visiting the school library, the canteen, some of the smaller work rooms where the students who need some 

extra help are working. What would Jesus say to these students and the staff helping them? Pray for them.  

Now wander into the staff room where some of the teachers are chatting, catching up, marking work, planning and 

preparing for the next lesson. Jesus wants to gather them round and say something to them. What would He say? 

Pray for teachers adjusting to the return of all the students.  

Take Jesus to some of the other areas of the school: the teachers’ workspaces, the kitchens and the outdoor spaces.  

As you wander around with Jesus, what and who do you notice? Jesus wants to stop and speak to the people there. 

Who do you introduce Jesus to? What would Jesus say to them? Pray for these people now.  

As you continue walking, you take Jesus to the people who are struggling most – perhaps an anxious child/young 

person, or a stressed teacher. What would Jesus say to them? Pray for these people now.  

Now you and Jesus peep through a window in the door of the Head Teachers’ office. What challenges might the 

Head Teachers and Senior Leaders in schools be facing today? Spend a few minutes praying for them. 

Think about those who make decisions about what happens in schools: academy trust leaders, Local Authorities and 

central government. What would Jesus say to them? Pray about this now.  

Think of someone you know who works in school. Pray for them. 

Think of a child or young person you know who is returning to school this week. Pray for them. 

Think of a parent you know. Pray for them. 

As you end your walk with Jesus, He asks you to respond to what you’ve seen and the people you’ve thought and 

prayed about on this journey. What is your response? 

Think about the gifts and skills God has given you. Ask God if there is anything you can do to bless your local school 

community.  

 

                  



Verses to pray over schools, staff and children/young people: 

 

“Come to me, all you are weary and burdened … 

And I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me… 

For I am gentle and humble of heart… 

And you will find rest for your souls.  

For my yoke is easy… 

And my burden is light.”    (Matt 11:28-30) 

 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  

I do not give to you as the world gives.  

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”    (John 14:27) 

 

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever 
you go.”   (Josh 1:9) 

 

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. (1 Peter 5:7) 

 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.”    (Jer 29:11) 

 

Do you not know? Have you not heard?  

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  

He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.  

He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 

but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  

They will soar on wings like eagles;  

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.  

(Isaiah 40:28-31) 

 

                           



A prayer of blessing for all who are in school 

Christ, as a light, illumine and guide you. 

Christ, as a shield, overshadow you. 

Christ under you;  

Christ over you; 

Christ beside you on your left and your right. 

This day be within and without you, 

lowly and meek, yet all-powerful. 

Christ be in the heart of everyone to whom you speak; 

in the mouth of everyone who speaks to you. 

This day may Christ be within and without you, 

lowly and meek, yet all-powerful. 

Christ as a light; 

Christ as a shield; 

Christ beside you 

on your left and your right. 

 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you, 

wherever He may send you. 

May He guide you through the wilderness, 

protect you through the storm. 

May He bring you home rejoicing 

at the wonders He has shown you. 

May He bring you home rejoicing once again. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                    



Prayer Ideas 

Staff – as they help children/young people adjust and recover – that they can look after themselves 

in the process and remain in good health 

For innovation and resources to help students with their recovery – education, emotional, 

psychological 

Exams are cancelled – GCSEs and A Level grades will be assessed by teachers – this is a huge 

undertaking and a lot of responsibility – pray for teachers. 

Head teachers and Senior Leaders in schools – in their logistical planning as they try to get school 

back to ‘normal’ while keeping everyone safe 

Any schools you know 

Any teachers or other school staff you know 

A children/young person you know 

Church/school relationships – that churches will respond to the needs of local school community – 

for any Easter activities or assemblies hosted by churches – for the message of hope to get through  

For schools workers, church leaders, youth workers, children and family workers in churches looking 

to bless their local schools in this season 

You can see some of what Bristol churches have been doing during Lockdowns here: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpjLcPSsZ9AOvqSusYmqiG7Q2b7qLvzGU 

Pray for organisations like TLG (Transforming Lives for Good), Kids Matter, Bristol Schools 

Connection and others who equip churches to support schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpjLcPSsZ9AOvqSusYmqiG7Q2b7qLvzGU


What’s it like in schools in England right now? 

For children and young people: 

Students are returning from extremely varied lockdown experiences. Many children/young people 

who were already struggling are now even further behind in their social and academic development. 

Some have had no access to the technology needed to learn at home. Some have experienced 

neglect, violence or abuse. 

All have hugely missed out on face to face support for their learning as well as all the usual social 

interaction. 

For some, family relationships and mental health have suffered. For others they have improved. 

Some will be worried about returning to a busy school life with the complicated social interactions, 

routines and disciplines. They may feel even further behind on their studies than they already were, 

and this can cause anxiety, especially for those in key testing year groups. Others will be excited and 

ready. 

Students with special needs have often suffered the most from lack of the usual support they get in 

school. 

For teaching staff: 

Teachers and learning support staff have been in school teaching and supporting a large number of 

students since January – those whose parents are key workers and those deemed most vulnerable. 

They have experienced the most challenging year of their careers with constant, last-minute change, 

adaptation and desperately trying to support and teach the children at school and at home.  

Head teachers and senior leaders have barely had a break all year – they are exhausted.  

Today and this week they will be welcoming students back and trying to reorient them to their 

learning, help them to catch up and re-instate the school routines – while keeping everyone safe and 

healthy. 

Covid testing is happening to some degree in all secondary schools initially, then students and 

families will be asked to use tests at home. Students have got to have at least one negative test 

before they go into the classroom. 

Staff will be coping with cluster outbreaks of covid and sending some groups home for a while yet. 

 

 

 

                  


