
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praying for 

Families and 

Children 

 

 

 

Creator God,  

Amongst the spectrum in expression of family life, 

we see colours of your creation, each unit unique 

yet all glimmering in your eyesight. Thank you for 

the magnificent individuality of the many blended 

approaches to parenting and family life that there 

are. Help us celebrate the diversity that comes in 

how family life is given, enjoyed, experienced and 

lived. 

We ask today that your fingerprints and spirit are 

noticed as you continue to meet families in the 

real and raw space of home;  

Where joy meets disappointment in a continual 

rotation daily,  

Where giggles and tears are interjected by love 

and reprimand,  

Where forgiveness and thankfulness is often hard 

to communicate but yet has to be accepted as 

unverbalised at times,  

Where imagination and play can feel like an 

energetic mountain to be climbed only to find that 

in simplicity and unpretentiously with the child 

taking the lead, this can be fostered with ease,  

Where ultimately God, you are explored daily  

Help Parents and other Care Givers recognise 

You in this ordinary expression of life, a life you 

created and you value.  

You are there. Journeying each step.   

Help us God as we listen, watch and notice for 

those moments when we can respond, serve, give, 

learn, accept and love families more 

Creator God thank you for the glimpses we have 

of you through the myriad essence of family life. 

Amen 

 

Today we join with others in Prayer for the 

Families and Children in the South West. 

We invite you to form a chain of paper 

people. As you cut out these people consider 

how the pattern may be the same, but the 

detail, the DNA is unique to each person and 

therefore each family formed and blended is 

created uniquely too. 

As you unfold the people to form the chain 

recognise how they are linked. Put yourself as 

one of the central people and name the 

others as families you know. See that you are 

linked. As you pray for these families ask God 

how you can encourage and support the 

children, parents and other caregivers in these 

families. Ask God to show you glimpses of His 

glory in work in the lives of these precious 

people. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

“The adult world into which our children are 

inducted is more often than not destructive to 

their spirituality….Children emerge from 

infancy with a simplicity that is richly open to 

experience, only to close off their awareness 

as they become street-wise. To be open is to 

be vulnerable….Has this always been the 

destiny of innocence, the inevitable lot of 

naivety when it meets worldly sophistication?”  

Hay and Nye, 2006 The Spirit of the Child  

 

The five thousand by Eularia Clarke 

(1914-1970) from the Methodist Art 

Collection. 

Look at the picture. 

What do you notice? 

What could God be using this painting 

to say to you today?  

John 6: 9 “Here is a boy with five small 

barley loaves and two small fish, but 

how far will they go among so many?” 

10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit 

down.” There was plenty of grass in 

that place, and they sat down (about 

five thousand men were 

there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, 

gave thanks, and distributed to those 

who were seated as much as they 

wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

12 When they had all had enough to 

eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather 

the pieces that are left over. Let 

nothing be wasted.” 

 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be 

on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along 

the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 

foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Read, Reflect, Pray and Listen….. 

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/deuteronomy/6/

