SMALL GROUP
LEADER’S GUIDE




Top Tops for Open Discussion

Allow time - Silence is ok

It takes time to listen to a question, process it, consider an answer and
then pluck up the courage to share it with a group. Allow space and time
once you have asked a question, and don’t be tempted to fill up silence.

Rephrase questions if needed
If there’s no response, try rephrasing the question. A fresh angle can spark
engagement.

Ask open questions
Invite deeper thinking
instead of “Do you b

nswer questions. For example
ight try “What do you thin

Be encouraging
Show each young persg ul for their contributions, you

ir thoughts - even if you don’t

1. BE REAL: Be you! allows others come as they are, and present the
W gospeal.

2. BE RELATIONAL: Prioritise connection and friendship. We want each
venue to be a safe and friendly place, where young people can feel valued
and experience trust, honesty and openness.

3. BE RELIANT ON THE HOLY SPIRIT: Lean on our greatest friend and
helper for wisdom and guidance. Be praying for your young people and be
attentive to what God is doing.






Explore

~ Friday PM

God created a perfect world, but people chose to disobey Him.
Not just Adam and Eve... all of us! But God had a rescue plan,
to bring us back to Him.

e What do you think a perfect world would look like?

e Why do you think A nd Eve chose to disobey God?

e Have you ever tried thing your own way
instead of li vice? What happened?

¢ What do yatlithin at God had a “rescue pl

Ho feel God wants us back even w

we

1:1-5 and Genesis 3:1-

\~

~

~ S day AM

to take off
be set free from

Jesus raised Lazarus fro
his grave clothes. Just like

y ant that?
y do you think Jesus helped Lazarus?
* What would you want Jesus to help you with?

Read it: John 11:33-44




Explore

~ Saturday PM

Jesus died and came back to life so that we could be forgiven.
All of us have done things that separate us from God, but
Jesus took the punishment instead of us. That means we are
completely forgiven.

s to be forgiven?
e Has anyone ever sa you and made things right?

mething you did?
one took a punishment f

sus to forgive you?

W 27:45-56

~

Spirit so we
ing to control

RNk prayer or worship might help someone
to God? Have you experienced that this

od wants to help us live without fear or worry, what
would that be like?

Read it: Acts 1:3-5 and Romans 6:6-7




Rooted

~ Friday PM - Crowning

Ephesians 1:5 NCV - Because of his love, God had already decided to make us his own
children through Jesus Christ. That was what he wanted and what pleased him.

Truth: | AM LOVED BY FATHER GOD: | am a chosen child of the King

Resources: a gem for each child, a crown

* Encourage your group to sit in a circle. Read out the truth and bible verse.

* Show the children the crown.

e ASK: What did we learn about tl

e Take it in turns to crown each
them. Encourage them tg.i
Jesus.

o Take the lead to s

n? How does God see us? Invite answers.
m a gem as you place the crown on
ing on their throne in heaven with

Resources: long
booklets

in a circle. Read out the truth and bible verses.
has died for us and forgiven us - we are free!

e said YES to being forever friends with Jesus for the first time?
ive a ‘What's Next’ booklet to these children.

crosses with the love and freedom of Jesus.

QUESTIONS: | wonder if you have chosen to be friends with Jesus and
réceived his forgiveness. | wonder what gets in the way. | wonder how you feel now
you are forgiven...

* Speak freedom over the children and be ready to pray for anyone who needs that.

* FEEDBACK to a Core Leader any testimonies of salvation.

\
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Rooted

-~ Saturday PM - My Heart is a Home for Jesus!

Truth: | CAN BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT: My heart is Jesus’ home so |
can be empowered and equipped

John 14:16-17 NCV - Jesus said, “l will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Helper to be with you forever- the Spirit of truth... he lives with you and he will be in
you.”

Resources: variety of small wooden craft hearts, pens, stickers, glue sticks, example

ead out the truth and bible verses.
ed for the Holy Spirit to fill our heart
Our hearts are so precious to him!

us and wants to fill our hearts to

¢ Encourage your group to sit in a ci
e ASK: | wonder what happened
homes... | wonder what

e Holy Spirit. Pray for anyone as needed.

-~ Suliay AM - Prophecy Gam
Truth: | CAN LIVE FOR JESUS EVERYDAY: | can
1 Corinthians 14:3 NCV - those wh

e first thing that comes into your mind.

any of the games: Bible dudes, colours, a bible verse, a

ep it light and fun.
he objects or the pictures on the screen: choose one for your partner.

. Each child writes their name at the top of the paper and folds it over. Put in

rcle and choose a different one. Ask the Holy Spirit for a message: write/draw it

on, fold over. Pass to the next child in the circle. Repeat a few times. Give back to the

named child.

o If the children need help try an encouragement game: choose someone to encourage:
‘| like the way you do...’, ‘you are special because...”, 'when | look at you | see...
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Create

~ Friday PM

God is good. God is forgiving. And through Jesus we are made new. This
year at Spree we are exploring the theme of being forgiven and free.

¢ What are you looking forward to most at Spree this year?

e Share how you have experienced kindness today?

e If you could erase one mistake from your past what would it be?

¢ If you were to meet God fac ce what do you think he would be

like?
e How does it feel kn ives us?
e Do you have an od forgives us?
Extra time- ut on mistakes that you have
the past.

~ S day AM

Did you know that you are free!
wrong. We can hold onto so m
free from that.

e Share a stogy of y ing moment?

like to you?
is free?

erence between feeling free and being free?
hing that you struggle to forgive yourself for?

Extra time- play charades - act out movies, actions or anything that comes
to mind and get the rest of the group to guess. Have fun with this.




Create

- Saturday PM

It can be really hard to forgive someone. Sometimes it can even be really
hard to say sorry. As we talk about freedom and forgiveness we need to let
go of the pain and hurt that holds us back.

¢ What does letting go look like to you?

¢ Think of a time where you have done something wrong- How quick
were you to apologise?

Is it hard to say sorry for so
Do you think it's easier to nger or someone close to you?
Why?

Is there a differe
happened?

nd pass a small object around the g
eeds to guess who has the obj j

dodde. After any move (attack or dodge), you must freeze in that new position.
If your hand gets hit, it's out; if both hands are out, you're eliminated. The last

player with a hand remaining wins. No moving out of turn, and no hard hits —
L just light taps!




Deeper

\

~ Friday PM

~ S

Forgiven. Today there will be a chance to return to God with
all your heart. This is a daring and powerful thing to do.

e What is one thing you hope for this weekend?

e Do you think it is harder to forgive or be forgiven? Why?
e Discuss this: Do we eed to receive God’s
forgiveness for our o we need to be re-

Free. Jesus broke the pow ross so that we

to do which they later regret?
e thing you are happy to share that you would

rough faith in Jesus that we find freedom. Why not each
pray for the person on your left, asking the Holy Spirit to give
them the supernatural gift of faith!

N




Deeper

~ Saturday PM N
Forgiving. We can'’t truly grow as Christians without learning
how to forgive others.

e Hedgehogs and rhinos. When you get hurt, are you more
likely to curl up in a ball and get prickly (like a hedgehog)
or pick a fight and ‘cha at someone (like a rhino)?

e What is forgivenes person in the group come

up with their

ot?

Stand firm. Galatians 5:1 ( as truly set us

* Whatis one th to share, that makes it
when you’re not at SPREE?
e could do to help us follow Jesus at
on if there is one they feel particularly

Invite the group to pray for the person to their right that by this

time next year their faith will be stronger and deeper than now.
. y,




Space

- Friday PM - Jesus is...?
PAUSE 1:
o If you were famous, what would you want to be known for?
* Have you ever met a celebrity in person?
o If you could meet any celebrity, who would it be and why?

PAUSE 2:
o How do you know if sometdiing is true?
e Do you think you sho leve everything you see on social
media?

o Can you think but true facts?

o famous?
wn for?
most to you about Jesus?

anything new about Jesus Y
Vo ike? —_—

e big sins and small sins?

- S day AM - What does r

PAUSE 1:
* What makes you feel lo

PAUSE 2:

e Where world?

es forgiveness mean to you?

do you think the Bible tells us to forgive other people?
ow easy is it for you to forgive someone when they hurt you?
* How has it made you feel when you forgive?

¢ How has it made you feel when you don’t forgive?




Space

s Saturday PM - Why Would I Want a Relationship With God? ~

PAUSE 1
¢ What do you think good friendship looks like?
¢ Why do we need friends?
¢ What do you feel when you hear that Jesus calls you friend?

PAUSE 2
e What do you think about t
God?

e How would a relations
relationship wi

idea of having a relationship with

be different from a

impact our actions?

gful gift someone has given you?
i loVes you? Why do you think s
about God’s invitation to b

lonship

s S ay AM - What does a relat

PAUSE 1:
¢ If you could spend time

ike?
od lIook like? ™

world, who would it

 What do you think about the Bible?
e Do you think the ideas in the Bible are old-fashioned or outdated?

* Have you ever tried reading the Bible? How did it go?
\_ ,




We’'ll kick off by exploring God’s Forgiveness — not just for
those who pray regularly or go to church every month, but it’s
an invitation to ALL.

¢ |f you were a vegetable, which one would you be? Why?

¢ How can we be sure that God really forgives us, no matter
what?

¢ |s there anything abo

surprise som

rgiveness might shock or

invite yo
ge the

e you decide to do that?
ore difficult: Forgiving others or

Spéend some time in prayer, listening to God’s voice:
Is God challenging you to forgive someone in your life today?
How could you do that practically?



We are freed FROM all sorts of things: We are free from our
mistakes, shame, anxiety, condemnation and so much more.

¢ What victory dance are you doing to celebrate Jesus
forgiving all your sins?

¢ Which characters of the

What were they free

¢ What has God'’s forg

free from?

Spend some ti

ible experienced forgiveness?

ped you let go of or feel

in with your youth after session;
elt God challenging the t free

We are also freed FOR al urpose is to live
i sion to free others.

p you live out Jesus’ mission?
notice about your life and how you've
d “forgiven and free”?

o to keep living in God’s forgiveness daily?
ouraging you to GO and take part in his mission:
d to pick one place or person to start with, where
ld you go?

Pray and encourage each other to go out into the world as
forgiven and free disciples of Jesus.






